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Infinidat, Focused on Growth, Expands Its Cyber-Resilience and Ransomware 
Data-Loss-Prevention Solutions 
 
By Jean S. Bozman 
 
Infinidat is embedding cyber-resiliency in its InfiniGuard PBBA storage appliances – addressing 
the world’s focus on cybersecurity and ransomware. The company’s purpose-built backup 
appliance (PBBA) now combines immutable snapshots and air-gapping with network “fencing,” 
which isolates, or fences, groups of virtual machines. 
 
Cyberattacks and ransomware often go undetected for months, which makes early detection 
critically important. Unchecked security flaws can cause $4 million, or more, in damage to a 
company and its reputation. Key to protecting data from cyberattacks is the ability to fence off -
- and to protect -- known, good copies of the data that are backed up or replicated. Also critical 
is the ability to prevent after-the-fact tampering.  
 
 

Relevance of the Announcement 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic and the economic dislocations related to it are shining a spotlight on 
the importance of multi-site data-loss prevention. 
 
Enterprises must develop and implement a data-protection plan before an attack occurs, 
adhering to a schedule of storing data by taking “snapshots” – and storing the data on-
premises, or off-premises -- in the Cloud, or at a remote site maintained by a co-lo provider or 
backup/restore service.  The ability to isolate and protect data before an attack occurs is a key 
element in reducing the damages caused. This allows companies to restore mission-critical and 
business-critical data back to the point at which the attack occurred (RPO). 
 
Using the InfiniGuard system, immutable snapshots take a known, good copy of the data, 
supporting 256-bit AES security – and store it to an isolated data-storage resource – on-
premises or off-premises. InfiniGuard software prevents any changes, from any source, being 
made to that data. InfiniGuard systems, including the InfiniBox 4300 Gen23 hardware, have 
twin built-in de-duplication engines, and a standby unit for redundancy. The InfiniGuard system 
supports forensic analysis to identify a known, good recovery point, then recovers that 
customer’s backup dataset in 30 minutes. It supports data transfers at up to 180 TB per hour – 
more than twice the previous specification. 
 
 
 

http://www.rfgonline.com/
mailto:inquiry
https://www.infinidat.com/en/blog/infiniguard-delivers-next-generation-modern-data-protection
https://www.infinidat.com/en/blog/infiniguard-delivers-next-generation-modern-data-protection


    Feb. 24, 2022 

 

Copyright © 2004-2022 Robert Frances Group, all rights reserved  
46 Kent Hills Lane, Wilton, CT. 06897; (203) 429 8951; 

 http://www.rfgonline.com/;   Contact: inquiry@rfgonline.com 

 

Marketing Strategy Addressing Customer Pain-Points 
 
Infinidat saw rapid growth in 2021, announcing 40% YoY bookings in 2021 by addressing 
customer pain-points. Its strategy combines a focus on expanding market segments, keeping 
production costs in line, and hiring executives with deep storage experience. CEO Phil Bullinger 
has said that Infinidat plans to strengthen its brand, and to extend its ecosystem of channel 
partners in 2022. 
 
Now, in the teeth of the pandemic, Infinidat is addressing two of the most critical customer 
pain-points in IT: cyberattacks and ransomware attacks. Both types of threat can cost 
customers millions of dollars in downtime – along with the cost of restoring lost data and 
customer trust.  
 
Affordable solutions for data protection present a strong opportunity across multiple 
geographies, supporting data replication across data centers, Cloud and Edge. By taking 
InfiniGuard to market, the company plans to sell to a wide range of enterprises and 
geographies. This global strategy to address a broader market opportunity requires an array of 
partnerships – with most of its sales going through channel partners. Infinidat works with 
multiple providers of backup software, including Commvault; Dell EMC Networker; IBM (with 
IBM Spectrum Protect); Oracle Recovery Management System (RMAN); Veeam and Veritas, 
among others. 
 
 

Background of a Fast-Growing Company 
 
In recent years, Infinidat has adopted a strategy of rapid growth modeled on Silicon Valley 
startups that raise rounds of funding from venture capitalists.  Its strategy combines a broad 
market focus; keeping its production costs in line; and hiring experienced executives from 
storage companies (e.g., Western Digital, IBM). The company has said it plans to strengthen its 
brand, and to extend its ecosystem of channel partners in 2022. 
 
Infinidat, based in Waltham, MA, and Herzliya, Israel, was founded in 2011 as a spunky, up-and-
coming rival to large storage vendors. It was co-founded by Moshe Yanai, who designed the 
EMC Symmetrix and the IBM XIV scalable storage systems. The company received its Series B 
funding in 2015, and its Series C funding in 2017 and is now profitable, with 400 employees. 
 
Its InfiniGuard systems are PBBAs for data originating in general-purpose storage systems, 
including those from Dell EMC, IBM, NetApp, and Pure Storage. The firm’s installed base 
includes customer sites in the Americas; Europe; and Asia/Pacific, including Japan.  
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Today, the company expects to continue its double-digit revenue growth, as it competes with 
several large storage vendors, and dozens of smaller ones. It is also in a pre-IPO mode, building 
up its value in a pandemic-era market that is constantly changing, depending on market 
volatility and macro-economic conditions. 
 
It recently announced a series of executive appointments, including Troy Fortune, President of 
Infinidat Federal Inc., focused on government and federal business; and Eric Herzog, Infinidat’s 
chief marketing officer (CMO), who is extending the firm’s marketing and channel programs, 
Richard Bradbury, SVP of Sales for EMEA and Asia/Pacific including Japan, who is focused on 
growing Infinidat’s EMEA and Asia/Pacific footprint.  
 
Previously, Fortune was VP and GM for ImmixGroup, the public sector business unit of Arrow 
Electronic; Herzog was CMO for IBM Storage and VP of IBM Worldwide Storage Channels; and 
Bradbury was VP and General Manager for Northern EMEA for Hitachi Vantara.  
 

Key Takeaways 
 
Long known as a leading supplier of purpose-built backup appliances (PBBAs), Infinidat is 
determined to leverage its market success by gaining a reputation for preventing cyberattacks 
and ransomware. The company is doubling down on its data-protection messaging by 
emphasizing its ability to isolate customer data by combining fenced-off networks, immutable 
snapshots, and air-gapping. 
 
We expect to see increasing competition in the marketplace for products and services that 
prevent damage to customers’ mission-critical and business-critical data – including multiple 
PBBA suppliers. Product differentiation will be based on ease-of-use, scalability, improved 
integration of software tools – and unified management of data across the hybrid cloud 
landscape. Finally, we see Infinidat’s expanded product portfolio and its growing ecosystem of 
software partners, as valuable assets that can spur faster revenue growth in 2022.  
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